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_______________________________________Introducing 
AQA GCSE PE extended writing 

 
I have been providing extended-writing frameworks for PE courses for many years. Unlike every other 
provider of extended writing frames, mine are utterly free to all. However, don’t assume that this means that 
mine are substandard. No, no no! They are, in fact, outstanding. They are superior to every other proposed 
writing frame that has been put out there.  
 
Mine look a bit like this example from AQA GCSE PE: 
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Within this pack, I want to show you how a writing framework can be transformed into a model answer by 
using some real writing as examples. 
 
In this pack, I will provide you with: 
●​ Two six-mark models for AQA GCSE PE 
●​ Two nine-mark models for AQA GCSE PE 
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_____________________________________AQA GCSE PE 
six-markers 

Those of you who teach AQA GCSE PE will know that each of Paper 1 and Paper 2 contains one six-mark 
extended writing question. This question is not synoptic but features AO1, AO2 and AO3 assessment in the 
following structure: 
 

AO1 1 mark 

AO2 2 marks 

AO3 3 marks 
  
Students have traditionally struggled on these questions and it is my belief that this is caused by a lack of 
scaffolded support during the learning cycle within their courses. Of course, this will vary from centre to 
centre and class to class, but the low national performance seems to suggest this. Therefore, I did some work 
to bring you some examples of scaffolded writing.  
 
Students were presented with this question from Paper 1 (from the 2025 National Mock Exam): 
 

 

 
And this question from Paper 2 (from the 2025 National Mock Exam): 
 

 
Please take a look below at the model of how a student processed and answered these questions. 
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_______________________________Paper 1: six-marker 
Take a look at the process that has been followed: 
 

 
 
In this first page, the student has considered the question, noted down their AO1 facts and has made a series 
of decisions about the practical scenario.  
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Page 2 represents the processing of the answer on pages 3 and 4: 
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Before you look at page 3, page 2 should show you what the nature of the answer is going to be. Notice, for 
example, that the student is going to attempt to justify and has included a range of justification terminology in 
their answer. Notice that the student must have included a conclusion and that the conclusion must be advice 
to the performer. Notice that they have considered the final checklist.  
 
Now let’s look at pages 3 and 4: 
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Notice that the student has selected a blended approach and has even used different colours to help 
themselves write in all three ways. You can also now see all the justifying language as well as the 
incorporation of the AO1 and the writing of the conclusion. 
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This student has clearly followed a process. Consider also that each stage of their writing could have been 
checked by a teacher or peer and “signed off” before they progress. Imagine the confidence this would give. In 
fact, writing “the thing” would be super easy in that context because the planning would have been so 
comprehensive.  
 
We have to ask ourselves a question as teachers: 
 

What do we expect of students? Can we expect them to simply know how to do this 
stuff or do we need to guide them with very clear steps to begin with and then, 
gradually, and steadily (get the reference?) wean them off the support? 

I really hope you agree with this question because I genuinely think it matters. We must teach and scaffold 
these skills to our learners. It’s essential.  
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______________________________Paper 2: six-marker 
 
Notice again that the student is making clear plans for their AO1 and is also contemplating the practical 
scenario. The student has even used simple drawings to make things memorable or more efficient: 
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Once again, page 2 represents the processing of the answer on pages 3 and 4: 
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The student is even creating their own ’Analyse’ language. Looking at page 3 now, the student has chosen a 
chunked response and you can tell this from their colour usage in the answer itself: 
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So, what can we learn from these models? How can the writing framework be used to support the student? 
When should these writing frames be used? In Year 11? At the start of Year 10? When? Also, how do we 
withdraw these scaffolds from students effectively? 
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_____________________________________AQA GCSE PE 
nine-markers 

Paper 1 and Paper 2 each contain one nine-mark extended writing question, making two total over the entire 
course. This question is synoptic but features AO1, AO2 and AO3 assessment in the following structure: 
 

AO1 2 marks 

AO2 2 marks 

AO3 5 marks 
  
Historically, students have really struggled with these questions. Even more so than for the six-mark 
alternatives. These questions are synoptic and I will address synopticity as we progress.   
 
Students were presented with this question from Paper 1 (from the 2025 National Mock Exam): 
 

 
 
And this one from Paper 2: 
 

 
 
It is the job of AQA GCSE PE teachers to prepare students to not only answer these types of questions but to 
do so whilst linking associated content from the breadth of the course to the answer. This is hard! However, it 
is also the best place for AQA GCSE PE teachers to mark their students out as better prepared than others. 
Why? Because these questions will be answered poorly nationally. As a result, the best way for students to 
mark their performance out is to do these answers well.  
 
Let’s look next at the process that students could follow. 
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_____________________________Paper 1: nine-marker 
Here is the nine-marker to be answered: 
 

 
 
Once again, we will use the answering framework to support our writing: 
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____________________________Paper 2: nine-marker 
Here is the question for the 9-marker on Paper 2. Once again, it has been taken from the 2025 National Mock 
Exam.  
 

 
 
And in the next pages you can see how the student went about answering it: 
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There is a major weakness to this answer and it is the reason why it is 7/9 not 9/9. Have you spotted it? 
 
This student has not linked their nine-mark answer to any other area of the course and, therefore, their 
tendency to score 5/5 AO3 marks has decreased. Whilst the answer is excellent, the student has neglected 
the need to link the answer to other areas of the course. If they did this successfully, this would be a 9/9 
answer.  
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__________________________________________Appendix 
 
You will find all six- and nine-mark writing frames including the synoptic links in the links below (electronic 
copies) or in the next few pages of the appendix. 
 

●​ AQA GCSE PE six-marker writing structure 
●​ AQA GCSE PE nine-marker writing structure  
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