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What does the term
"euthanasia" mean?

Euthanasia is the practice of
ending a person’s life to
relieve pain or suffering,

typically in cases of
incurable or terminal illness.

What is voluntary
euthanasia?

Voluntary euthanasia
occurs when a person

consents to their life being
ended, often to relieve

suffering.

What is non-voluntary
euthanasia?

Non-voluntary euthanasia is
when a person’s life is

ended without their consent
but with the consent of

someone representing their
interests.

What is the religious
concept of the sanctity of

life?

The sanctity of life is the
belief that human life is

sacred because it is made in
God’s image and has

intrinsic value.
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What is the secular concept
of the quality of life?

The quality of life refers to
the idea that life must

possess certain attributes,
such as autonomy or the
absence of suffering, to

have value.

How does natural law
approach euthanasia?

Natural law opposes
euthanasia, as it goes

against the primary
precepts, particularly the

preservation of human life.

How does situation ethics
approach euthanasia?

Situation ethics may
support euthanasia if it is

the most loving action in the
specific circumstances.

What is a persistent
vegetative state?

A persistent vegetative state
is a condition where a

patient has lost cognitive
function but retains basic
physiological functions.
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What is the double effect
principle?

The double effect principle
allows actions with both

good and bad effects if the
intention is good, such as
pain relief that may hasten

death.

What does autonomy mean
in the context of

euthanasia?

Autonomy refers to an
individual’s right to make
decisions about their own

life and death.

What is passive euthanasia?

Passive euthanasia involves
withholding or withdrawing
medical treatment to allow a

person to die naturally.

What is active euthanasia?

Active euthanasia involves
taking deliberate action,
such as administering a
lethal injection, to end a

person’s life.
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What is Dignitas?

Dignitas is a Swiss
organisation that provides
assisted dying services for

those with incurable or
terminal illnesses.

What is the Hippocratic
Oath?

The Hippocratic Oath is an
ethical code for doctors that

traditionally forbids them
from causing harm,

including assisting in
euthanasia.

What is the "slippery slope"
argument?

The "slippery slope"
argument suggests that

legalising euthanasia could
lead to abuses, such as
non-consensual deaths.

What does the term
"palliative care" mean?

Palliative care focuses on
relieving pain and improving

the quality of life for those
with serious illnesses,

without hastening death.
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What does the term
"assisted suicide" mean?

Assisted suicide is when a
person provides the means
or assistance for another

person to end their own life.


