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Who was Dietrich
Bonhoeffer?

A German Lutheran pastor,
theologian and anti-Nazi
dissident who lived from

1906 to 1945.

What does Bonhoeffer’s
concept of ‘costly grace’

mean?

Grace that requires sacrifice
and commitment, as

opposed to ‘cheap grace’,
which demands nothing of

the recipient.

What is the significance of
the Confessing Church?

A movement that resisted
Nazi interference in the

German Protestant Church,
emphasising loyalty to
Christ over the State.

What was Finkenwalde?

A seminary established by
Bonhoeffer to train pastors
in spiritual discipline and

community life.
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What did Bonhoeffer believe
about the Church?

The Church is a community
of believers, bound by
Christ, and a source of

spiritual discipline.

How did Bonhoeffer justify
civil disobedience?

By arguing that Christians
must obey God’s will above
the laws of the State when

the two conflict.

What is meant by
‘obedience to God’ in

Bonhoeffer’s teaching?

Placing God’s commands
above all earthly authorities
and being willing to act on

them, even at great personal
cost.

What does Bonhoeffer mean
by ‘ethics as action’?

Ethics is not abstract theory
but lived out in concrete
actions that reflect God’s

will.
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What role does suffering
play in Bonhoeffer’s

theology?

Suffering is an inevitable
part of following Christ and

sharing in His sacrifice.

What does solidarity mean
in Bonhoeffer’s teachings?

Standing with and for
others, particularly the

oppressed, as an
expression of Christ’s love.

What did Bonhoeffer say
about leadership?

True leadership is service to
others and obedience to

God, not seeking power or
domination.

Why did Bonhoeffer oppose
the Nazi regime?

He believed it contradicted
Christian principles and

sought to replace God with
the State.
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What does Bonhoeffer say
about knowing God’s will?

It requires prayer, reflection,
and action, but it may not
always be clear or easy to

discern.

What is the ‘cost of
discipleship’ according to

Bonhoeffer?

The willingness to give up
everything, including one’s

life, to follow Christ.

How does Bonhoeffer’s
theology relate to modern

issues?

It challenges Christians to
live out their faith actively

and resist injustice, even in
contemporary contexts.

What is the role of spiritual
discipline in Bonhoeffer’s

teaching?

Spiritual discipline is
essential for maintaining

faith and resisting worldly
temptations.
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What is Bonhoeffer’s view
on sacrifice?

Sacrifice is a necessary part
of discipleship, reflecting
Christ’s ultimate sacrifice

for humanity.

Why is Bonhoeffer’s
teaching relevant to debates

on civil disobedience?

It provides a theological
basis for opposing unjust

laws and prioritising God’s
will over human authority.

What challenges might
Christians face in following

Bonhoeffer’s teachings
today?

Balancing obedience to God
with societal expectations,

and discerning God’s will in
complex situations.


