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Question 4 

Text A (Emily and Ethan)    
Text B (Emma, Grandad, Nana)    
Text C (Erin and Mum)    
Text D (Theo and Nana)    

Question 5 

Text A (Iris)    
Text B (George)    
Text C (Flora)    
Text D (Hattie)    

 
  



Question 4: Text A 
Text A is a transcript between Emily and Ethan from a private data source. Emily is five years and 
five months old; Ethan is two years old. Emily is involving Ethan in a game about school. 

 

 

 

  



Task 1: You are tasked to answer this statement:  

“Interaction with caregivers of any age is the most important influence on developing a child’s 

language.” 

• Do you agree with the statement? Does the data set? Why/why not?  
 
 

 

• Identify which of the main four theories would support your argument. What theories 

would counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Challenge: What secondary theories would support or counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Task 2: Summarise the key ideas of the data set and identify three examples that support those 

ideas.  

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Child/Children’s 
stage of 

development 

   

Caretaker speech 

   

 

Challenge: Are there any examples that go against the expected stages/caretaker speech? Why 

do you think that is?  

 
 
 
 



Task IV: Summarise the key theories and their links to the data set, and the statement.  

 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 
Nativism    

Cognitive 
Development 

   

Social 
Interactionism 

   

Behaviourism    

Other Theories    

 

Challenge: How can we be critical of these theories? Consider how that could link to the data 

set. 

  



Question 4: Text B 
Text B is a conversation between a five-year-old girl, Emma, and her grandparents (Grandad and 
Nana). They are wrapping up presents (mainly sweets) for the game of ‘Pass the Parcel’ and then 
playing the game. 

  



Task 1: You are tasked to answer this statement:  

“Positive reinforcement is key to developing a child’s language.”  

• Do you agree with the statement? Does the data set? Why/why not?  
 
 

 

• Identify which of the main four theories would support your argument. What theories 

would counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Challenge: What secondary theories would support or counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Task 2: Summarise the key ideas of the data set and identify three examples that support those 

ideas.  

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Child/Children’s 
stage of 

development 

   

Caretaker speech 

   

 

Challenge: Are there any examples that go against the expected stages/caretaker speech? Why 

do you think that is?  

 
 
 
 
Task IV: Summarise the key theories and their links to the data set, and the statement.  



 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 
Nativism    

Cognitive 
Development 

   

Social 
Interactionism 

   

Behaviourism    

Other Theories    

 

Challenge: How can we be critical of these theories? Consider how that could link to the data 

set. 

  



Question 4: Text C 
In text C, Erin and her mum are playing in a sandpit at home. Erin is 3 years and 1 month old. Erin 
pretends to hurt herself. They then pretend to plant a garden.  
 

  



Task 1: You are tasked to answer this statement:  

“Without the stimulus of different contexts, children cannot fully develop their language.”  
• Do you agree with the statement? Does the data set? Why/why not?  

 
 

 

• Identify which of the main four theories would support your argument. What theories 

would counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Challenge: What secondary theories would support or counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Task 2: Summarise the key ideas of the data set and identify three examples that support those 

ideas.  

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Child/Children’s 
stage of 

development 

   

Caretaker speech 

   

 

Challenge: Are there any examples that go against the expected stages/caretaker speech? Why 

do you think that is?  

 
 
 
 
 



Task IV: Summarise the key theories and their links to the data set, and the statement.  

 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 
Nativism    

Cognitive 
Development 

   

Social 
Interactionism 

   

Behaviourism    

Other Theories    

 

Challenge: How can we be critical of these theories? Consider how that could link to the data 

set. 

  



Question 4: Text D 
In text D, Theo (aged 3) is about to have a bath. His grandmother (Nana) is with him.  

  



Task 1: You are tasked to answer this statement:  

“The best way to explain children’s language development is to focus on what they use it for.” 
• Do you agree with the statement? Does the data set? Why/why not?  

 
 

 

• Identify which of the main four theories would support your argument. What theories 

would counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Challenge: What secondary theories would support or counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Task 2: Summarise the key ideas of the data set and identify three examples that support those 

ideas.  

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Child/Children’s 
stage of 

development 

   

Caretaker speech 

   

 

Challenge: Are there any examples that go against the expected stages/caretaker speech? Why 

do you think that is?  

 
 
 
 
 



Task IV: Summarise the key theories and their links to the data set, and the statement.  

 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 
Nativism    

Cognitive 
Development 

   

Social 
Interactionism 

   

Behaviourism    

Other Theories    

 

Challenge: How can we be critical of these theories? Consider how that could link to the data 

set. 

  



Question 5: Text A 
  



  



Task 1: You are tasked to answer this statement:  

“In learning to write, children should develop their accuracy before learning to write for 

different contexts.” 

• Do you agree with the statement? Does the data set? Why/why not?  
 
 

 

• Identify which of the main five theories would support your argument. What theories 

would counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Challenge: What secondary theories would support or counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Task 2: Summarise the key ideas of the data set and identify three examples that support those 

ideas.  

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Child/Children’s 
stage of 

development 

   

Teacher feedback 

   

 

Challenge: Are there any examples that go against the expected stages/use of teacher feedback? 

Why do you think that is?  

 
 
 
 



 
Task IV: Summarise the key theories and their links to the data set, and the statement.  

 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 
Kroll    

Britton    

Rothery    

Teacher 
Feedback/Scaffolding 

   

Accuracy vs Creative    

 

Challenge: How can we be critical of these theories? Consider how that could link to the data 

set. 

  



Question 5: Text B 
  



  



Task 1: You are tasked to answer this statement:  

“The role of the teacher is essential for literacy development.” 

• Do you agree with the statement? Does the data set? Why/why not?  
 
 

 

• Identify which of the main five theories would support your argument. What theories 

would counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Challenge: What secondary theories would support or counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Task 2: Summarise the key ideas of the data set and identify three examples that support those 

ideas.  

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Child/Children’s 
stage of 

development 

   

Teacher feedback 

   

 

Challenge: Are there any examples that go against the expected stages/use of teacher feedback? 

Why do you think that is?  

 
 
 
 
 



Task IV: Summarise the key theories and their links to the data set, and the statement.  

 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 
Kroll    

Britton    

Rothery    

Teacher 
Feedback/Scaffolding 

   

Accuracy vs Creative    

 

Challenge: How can we be critical of these theories? Consider how that could link to the data 

set. 

 

  



Question 5: Text C 



Task 1: You are tasked to answer this statement:  
“Practising the conventions of different genres is key to developing children’s literacy skills.” 

• Do you agree with the statement? Does the data set? Why/why not?  
 
 

 

• Identify which of the main five theories would support your argument. What theories 

would counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Challenge: What secondary theories would support or counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Task 2: Summarise the key ideas of the data set and identify three examples that support those 

ideas.  

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Child/Children’s 
stage of 

development 

   

Teacher feedback 

   

 

Challenge: Are there any examples that go against the expected stages/use of teacher feedback? 

Why do you think that is?  

 
 
 
 
 



Task IV: Summarise the key theories and their links to the data set, and the statement.  

 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 
Kroll    

Britton    

Rothery    

Teacher 
Feedback/Scaffolding 

   

Accuracy vs Creative    

 

Challenge: How can we be critical of these theories? Consider how that could link to the data 

set. 

  



Question 5: Text D 



Task 1: You are tasked to answer this statement:  
“The teaching of explicit grammatical rules is the key to developing children’s literacy skills.” 

Do you agree with the statement? Does the data set? Why/why not?  
 
 

 

• Identify which of the main five theories would support your argument. What theories 

would counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Challenge: What secondary theories would support or counter your argument?  

 

 

 

Task 2: Summarise the key ideas of the data set and identify three examples that support those 

ideas.  

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Child/Children’s 
stage of 

development 

   

Teacher feedback 

   

 

Challenge: Are there any examples that go against the expected stages/use of teacher feedback? 

Why do you think that is?  

 
 
 
 
 



Task IV: Summarise the key theories and their links to the data set, and the statement.  

 

 Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 
Kroll    

Britton    

Rothery    

Teacher 
Feedback/Scaffolding 

   

Accuracy vs Creative    

 

Challenge: How can we be critical of these theories? Consider how that could link to the data 

set. 

  



 

 


