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Supporting resources booklet 
Bridging the GCSE to A Level Geography Gap 

 
Aiming to study Geography at A level?     Or interested in just furthering your knowledge of Geography post the GCSEs? 
There are a number of things you can do: 
 

1. Developing as a geographer – through general reading around/ watching videos/listening to podcasts etc the 
geography subject to develop your geography knowledge and understanding. 

2. Become a News Buff- Watch the news- BBC news between 6am-9am or at 6pm. Or get on the BBC news app? 
Other websites such as the Guardian, The Independent, The Times. Create a Geography in the News Diary of 
all things that are relevant to what you are studying? 

3. Preparing for the A Level Course- Starting to explore the topics and their foundations in which they will be 
studied in the A Level Course. 

To be a great geographer, you will need to develop the ability to think synoptically, being able to see the greater 
overview and how everything we study in Geography links together. Geography is not just about the studying people 
and landscapes, it is also the relationships that exists between people and their environment. 
How can I develop as a Geographer before September?  
Below are some links to podcasts, websites, books and even films which provide a great way of staying inspired and 
engaging with Geography: 
 
PODCASTS: 

- Costing the Earth- There are some great podcasts here to pick from on a wide variety of geographical issues. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn/episodes/player (many topics including climate change, 
carbon, urban greening, deforestation, alternative powers, plastics (etc) 

- Royal Geographical Society – ‘Ask the Geographer podcasts’ 
- https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/ = a fantastic set of podcasts to 

keep A Level studies up to date with the latest geographical research = pick out some that interest you.  
- Links to general podcasts 
- https://eternalexploration.wordpress.com/2016/01/04/top-10-podcasts-for-geography-students/ - this has a 

number of different links to geography podcast, specifically targeted to Geography students. Definitely 
recommend the TED talks. 

BOOKS: 
If you are into reading both fiction and non fictions, why not 
try some Geographically themed books/magazines: 

- Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall – an 
insightful book which helps understanding how the 
physical geography impacts on political reality and 
really helps to understand how decisions of world 
leaders have been shaped by geography- a good 
introduction to Geopolitics 

- Geography Review Magazines: Subscribe for £40 
and you will get 4 up to date magazines with articles 
that will be really relevant to the topics that you are 
studying.  

- Six Degrees by Mark Lynas – a scary walkthrough of 
the impacts of Climate Change as world 
temperatures increase by 1 degree through to 6 
degrees. 

- Divided by Tim Marshall – his follow-up to Prisoners 
of Geography – a great book which explains how & 
why the world is becoming more divided and how 
countries are putting up barriers. Very relevant to 
events in Europe (Brexit), the US (Trump) and the Coronavirus situation. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn/episodes/player
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/
https://eternalexploration.wordpress.com/2016/01/04/top-10-podcasts-for-geography-students/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Prisoners-Geography-Everything-Global-Politics/dp/1783962437/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Prisoners+of+Geography&qid=1584880047&smid=A1G3UP32AZJ14F&sr=8-1
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/geography/products/16-18/geography-review-magazine-volume-33,-2019-20
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Geographical Documentaries:  
There are some great geographical documentaries which will help develop your general geographical knowledge and 
understanding and help you see what an amazing world we live in. 
The following are all available on IPLAYER: 
 

 David Attenborough Box Sets- there are 9 amazing boxsets available on iplayer from David Attenborough 
exploring our amazing world. https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06m42d9 

 The Americas with Simon Reeve https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00095p0/the-americas-with-
simon-reeve  The first episode in Alaska/Canada is particularly good for Resource Security looking at energy.  

 Simon Reeve around the World https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06rrnkm  The Russia series is really 
interesting.  

 Britain Underwater: Fighting the floods https://www.itv.com/hub/britain-underwater-fighting-the-
floods/7a0157 

 Joanna Lumley’s Hidden Caribbean: Havana to Haiti https://www.itv.com/hub/joanna-lumleys-hidden-
caribbean-havana-to-haiti/2a7578 

 Race across the World  https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000g6nt/race-across-the-world-series-2-
episode-1 

 Andrew Marrs Megacities  https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b011qmcl/episodes/guide 

 Trumps War on the Border  https://www.channel4.com/programmes/trumps-war-on-the-border 

 Dispatches  https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/67256-001 

 Earth from Space – episode 4 The Changing Planet (BBC iPlayer)  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p072n8m0/earth-from-space-series-1-4-changing-planet 

 Kevin Mcleod rough guide to the Future - Channel 4 - 3 episodes, 
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/kevin-mcclouds-rough-guide-to-the-future/episode-guide/ 

  
 

Geography on NETFLIX, DVD or YOUTUBE: 
- Before the Flood- A film presented by Leonardo DiCaprio- exploring climate change and looking at what needs 

to be done today to prevent catastrophic disruption   
- Our Planet Netflix Series- Explores how climate change impacts all living creatures  
- Blood Diamond – looks at the diamond trade in Sierre Leone  
- An Inconvenient Truth – follows Al Gore on the lecture circuit as he seeks to raise awareness about Climate 

Change. 
- + An Inconvenient Sequel 

 
 
 
This is by no means an exhaustive list.  There are other programmes, fictional or documentary that link to your 
studies at A Level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06m42d9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00095p0/the-americas-with-simon-reeve
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00095p0/the-americas-with-simon-reeve
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06rrnkm
https://www.itv.com/hub/britain-underwater-fighting-the-floods/7a0157
https://www.itv.com/hub/britain-underwater-fighting-the-floods/7a0157
https://www.itv.com/hub/joanna-lumleys-hidden-caribbean-havana-to-haiti/2a7578
https://www.itv.com/hub/joanna-lumleys-hidden-caribbean-havana-to-haiti/2a7578
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000g6nt/race-across-the-world-series-2-episode-1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000g6nt/race-across-the-world-series-2-episode-1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b011qmcl/episodes/guide
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/trumps-war-on-the-border
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/67256-001
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p072n8m0/earth-from-space-series-1-4-changing-planet
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/kevin-mcclouds-rough-guide-to-the-future/episode-guide/
https://www.filmsforaction.org/watch/before-the-flood-2016/
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What does the A Level Course look like at CCHSG? 
 
At A Level, we follow the AQA specification. You will have two exams; one physical exam and one human exam, and 
one Non-Examined Assessment- essentially a 3000-4000 word piece of coursework.  
 

A-level Physical Paper  
• Section A 

Water & Carbon Cycle 
• Section B 

Coastal Systems & Landscapes 
• Section C 

Hazards 
 
How it’s assessed: 
Written exam: 2.5 hours 120 marks 
40% of A-level 

A-Level Human Paper  
• Section A  

Global Systems & Governance 
• Section B 

Changing Places 
• Section C  

Contemporary Urban Environments 
 
How it’s assessed: 
Written exam: 2.5 hours 120 marks 
40% of A-level 

Geography fieldwork investigation 

 Students complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in the field. 

The investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the 

student 

 We will attend an FSC centre in Year 12 for 5 days to conduct the investigation. This is a 

residential trip and is a compulsory component of the A-level Geography course.  

How it’s assessed: 
3,000-4,000 words 
60 marks 
20% of A-Level 
Marked by teachers, moderated by AQA  

 

 
 
What should I do with the News that I am Watching? 
 
You should be regularly watching the news to keep you up to date with what is happening in relations to the inter-
relationship between people and the environment. You will be really surprised how many of the news bulletins relate 
to what you are studying.  

- BBC NEWS: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news- an excellent source of up to date articles- explore the headings such 
as Science, UK, WORLD and other stores 

- THE CONVERSATION: https://theconversation.com/uk - Really useful to support many of you’re A Levels. Up 
to date articles from academics and specialists in the field written in a way that is accessible to all, summarising 
the key points in a short but insightful articles.  

Pre Reading: 
Water and Carbon Cycle 

- Physics and Maths Tutor- Water Revision – A really good overview of what the course is about and some of 
the information you will learn next year.  

- An introduction in to the Water Cycle 
- Water and Carbon Overview – a piece of work from the Royal Geographical Society that summarises the 

course  
- Geofile on Drainage Basin – looking into flood hydrographs  
- Good Article article looking at a river on a local scale 
- Geofile on the Three Gorges Dam- look at how China has attempted to solve its water security 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news-
https://theconversation.com/uk
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Water-and-Carbon-Cycles/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Water%20and%20Carbon%20Cycles%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/ecology/biogeochemical-cycles/a/the-water-cycle
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=6dc9f1c1-f92d-4c04-9f85-9985844a6a79&lang=en-GB
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Water-and-Carbon-Cycles/Hydrographs.pdf
http://www.geog.biz/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/GA-341-1.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/114_three_gorges_project.pdf
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- Physics and Maths Tutor- Carbon Revision – A really good overview of what the course is about and some of 
the information you will learn next year.  

- Carbon Sequestration  https://phys.org/news/2012-03-weathering-impacts-climate.html- some good links to 
other reading for the subject. 

- An introduction in to the Carbon Cycle 
- An introduction into the Carbon Cycle  - a good geofile which introduces you to the carbon cycle.  
- Documentary on Climate change: 

o https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009drg/panorama-climate-change-what-can-we-do 
o https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts 

- News Articles on Climate Change 
- Geofile on Fracking – Is the use of Shale Gas really the future?  
- Geofile on The issue of climate change- find out some of the constraints to energy security around the world.  
- Geofile on the Management of climate change – attempts at managing climate change 
- Geofile on Amazonia – detailed look at the importance of the Amazon in both water and carbon cycles 

 

Coasts: 
- Physics and Maths Tutor- Coasts Revision – A really good overview of what the course is about and some of 

the information you will learn next year.  
- Geofile on Sediment Cells, Waves Types and Tides – a good understanding of what the coastal system is made 

up of.  
- Geofile on different Coastal processes- understanding the different processes that create different landforms  
- Geofile on Mass Movement in the UK – a good link to different types of mass movement  
- Geofile on Coastal Management – good comparison between different types of management strategies  
- Geofile on Holderness Coast – A good look at a case study of a shore line management plan.   

 

Hazards: 
- Physics and Maths Tutor- Hazards Revision  – A really good overview of what the course is about and some 

of the information you will learn next year.  
- Reading on Vulnerability and Hazards – something that is different with the A Level is you need to be more 

aware of why people are vulnerable to Natural Hazards  
- Geofile on Hazard Hotspots and Response – a A Level concept new to you on different ways to respond to 

Hazards 
- Philippines–MultiHazardEnvironment https://coggle.it/diagram/WjEGP0rD2AABaZeC/t/the-philippines-

multi-hazard-case-study    
https://geocasestudies.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/8/5/11851155/coregeographyunit1casestudies__1_.pdf 
 

- Reading on a hazard event at a local scale in Haiti  
 

- Video: Power of the Planet (Volcanoes) https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg -  a great introduction 
to the work on volcanoes we will be doing  

- Reading: Plate Tectonics (The Geological Society) – This will be a good set up from your GCSE work to A Level 
and definitely worth navigating around the site https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-Tectonics 
 

Changing Places  

- Physics and Maths Tutor- – A really good overview of what the course is about and some of the information 
you will learn next year. Read the key notes  
%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf%20Health,%20Human%20Rights%20and%20Intervention%20-
%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf 

- Can you rebrand or reimagine a place? Read more here  

- What do places mean to you? How do you create a sense of place? 
 

https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Water-and-Carbon-Cycles/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Water%20and%20Carbon%20Cycles%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://phys.org/news/2012-03-weathering-impacts-climate.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/ecology/biogeochemical-cycles/a/the-water-cycle
http://vle.langton.kent.sch.uk/file.php/1017/Geofactsheet_342_Introduction_-_The_carbon_cycle.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009drg/panorama-climate-change-what-can-we-do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts
https://theconversation.com/uk/topics/climate-change-27
http://www.geographyrocks.org/uploads/2/0/4/2/20422591/292_fracking.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/OCR/Climate-Change/Tipping%20Points.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/responses_to_climate_change.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Ecosystems-under-Stress/Case-Studies/Amazon%20Rainforest.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Coastal-Systems-and-Landscapes/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Coastal%20Systems%20and%20Landscapes%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.solihull.tgacademy.org.uk/files/2018/08/Geog-reading-B-Coastal-systems.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/landforms_and_coastal_erosion_examples_from_east_yorkshire.pdf
http://geography-groby.weebly.com/uploads/4/3/3/7/43370205/gf_723_recent_uk_cliff_falls.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Coastal-Landscapes/Management%20Schemes.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/coastal_managemtn_holderness_2.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Hazards/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Hazards%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/gf731_what_makes_people_vulnerable_to_natural_hazards.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/hazard-hotspots.pdf
https://coggle.it/diagram/WjEGP0rD2AABaZeC/t/the-philippines-multi-hazard-case-study
https://coggle.it/diagram/WjEGP0rD2AABaZeC/t/the-philippines-multi-hazard-case-study
https://geocasestudies.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/8/5/11851155/coregeographyunit1casestudies__1_.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/haiti-earthquake-2010.pdf
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-Tectonics
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/8A-Health-Human-Rights-and-Intervention/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Health,%20Human%20Rights%20and%20Intervention%20-%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/8A-Health-Human-Rights-and-Intervention/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Health,%20Human%20Rights%20and%20Intervention%20-%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Changing-Places/Reimaging%20Settlements.pdf
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/magazine-extras/Geography%20Review/GeogRev%20Vol%2029%20No%204/GeographyReview29_4_poster_Place.pdf?ext=.pdf
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Contemporary Urban Environments 
 
Physics and Maths Tutor- – A really good overview of what the course is about and some of the information you will 
learn next year. https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Contemporary-
Urban-Environments/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Contemporary%20Urban%20Environments%20-
%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level%20.pdf  
 
Social and economic segregation exists in cities  –  a closer look at London from the RGS 
City top trumps – looking at Mumbai as a megactiy 
What impact do cities have? 
http://vle.langton.kent.sch.uk/file.php/546/Impact_of_Cities_on_their_surrounding_area.pdf  
What happens when a city dies?  Can a city regenerate? 
 
Global Systems and Global Governance 

- Physics and Maths Tutor- Global Governance – A really good overview of what the course is about and some 
of the information you will learn next year.  

- Physics and Maths Tutor- https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-
Edexcel/global-systems-and-governance/ some good links to other reading for the subject. 

- Topical articles from the BBC on a truly global issues – Coronavirus Pandemic 
- Reading on China’s role in Africa – looking at how China is influencing the mineral trade in Africa  

 

 
Optional tasks – One per week? 

 
Create a personal geography map of 

your local place (e.g. Colchester, 
Sudbury, Chelmsford)- include 

photographs, personal reflections 
and how it may change in the future 

or has changed in the past 
(Changing Places) 

Watch one documentary on Climate 
Change- Create 20 questions that 

people could answer if they were to 
watch the documentary.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m
00049b1 

 
(Water and Carbon Cycles) 

Read the essential notes on  
(Global Governance) 

https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/d
ownload/Geography/A-
level/Notes/Edexcel/7-

Superpowers/Essential%20Notes%20-
%20Superpowers%20-

%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf  
Use a timeline to show explain how 

superpowers have changed over time 

What are the main issues facing 
cities in the UK and what can be 

done to “save” the city? 
(Contemporary Urban 

Environments) 

 

Give three ways in which the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) are helping 

to control the spread of Coronavirus  
(Global Systems) 

 

Produce a mind map of the multi- hazard 
area of the Philipines 

(Hazards) 

Chose one place in the UK and one 
contrasting place from elsewhere in 

the world (contrasting) and 
compare how they are represented 

by the media  
(Changing Places, Global 

governance) 
 

Read the Geofile (Coastal Systems, 
waves, sediments and cells) and 

summarise on 1 side of A4 paper. 
(Coasts)  

What does interconnected mean?  Use 
examples from all topics to explain this 

statement to someone in year 11 
wanting to move on and study A Level 

Geography 
(All Units) 

 
 

https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Contemporary-Urban-Environments/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Contemporary%20Urban%20Environments%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level%20.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Contemporary-Urban-Environments/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Contemporary%20Urban%20Environments%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level%20.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Contemporary-Urban-Environments/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Contemporary%20Urban%20Environments%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level%20.pdf
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=151da5d4-2b3c-4fdb-8c27-152210f0fe85&lang=en-GB
http://sisgeographyigcsewiki.mrbgeography.com/files/mumbai_megacity.pdf
http://vle.langton.kent.sch.uk/file.php/546/Impact_of_Cities_on_their_surrounding_area.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Changing-Places/Urban%20Improvement%20Renewal%20and%20Evolution%20.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Global-Systems-and-Global-Governance/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Global%20Systems%20and%20Governance%20-%20AQA%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-Edexcel/global-systems-and-governance/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-Edexcel/global-systems-and-governance/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/coronavirus
https://www.ide.go.jp/English/Data/Africa_file/Manualreport/cia_08.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/7-Superpowers/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Superpowers%20-%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/7-Superpowers/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Superpowers%20-%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/7-Superpowers/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Superpowers%20-%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/7-Superpowers/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Superpowers%20-%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/7-Superpowers/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Superpowers%20-%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/7-Superpowers/Essential%20Notes%20-%20Superpowers%20-%20Edexcel%20Geography%20A-level.pdf
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General Resources 

Exam Board Student Pages:  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level  

BBC Bitesize: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/    

S-Cool Geography Revision: http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/geography   

 
Coolgeography Revision: http://coolgeography.co.uk/ - select Advanced menu and topic list will appear. 

There are several Student Textbooks available. We will have several of each in school for your use however if 

you would like your own these are the details you will need to find them: 

 
AQA Geography A level and AS: Physical Geography. Oxford Publishers ISBN 978-0-19-836654-5 
AQA Geography A level and AS: Human Geography. Oxford Publishers ISBN 978-0-19-836654-6 

Task: Geography in the news journal 

 
The Geography A - Level course is very ‘current events’ based, so it is important that you watch, listen to, 
read or search the news at least a few times a week. You can get the news in a variety of ways and should 
choose a method that suits you the best:  
- TV: Almost every channel has its own news programme and news is broadcast at a variety of times, 
morning, lunchtime and evening.  

- Newspapers: A variety exist – the best for our course are the so-called broadsheets (The Guardian, The 
Independent, The Times, The Telegraph or the FT). However, a good one to read is The ‘I’ newspaper as it is 
a shorter more accessible version of The Independent and only costs 20p.  

- Radio: Almost every station broadcasts the news at regular intervals, though these are often short 
overviews rather than full in-depth reports.  

- Internet: Great for browsing and for searching for particular news stories. You can also compare the 
reporting of a story from different perspectives very easily. There are also news apps that can be 
downloaded to computers or Smart phones.  

 

The task:  

Pick one relevant news story each week and write a report on the geography of the story.  
Instructions:  
1. Watch, listen, read or search the news.  

2. Pick a RELEVANT news story to our course. It should fit into one (or more) of these categories:  
 Natural disaster (Flood, drought, forest fire, storm, hurricane, typhoon, volcano, earthquake, mud/land 

slide, tsunami)  

 Climate change/global warming  

 Trade (particularly global)  

 Urban issues e.g. high street decline, congestion 

 Coastal Geography – development of landscapes, processes 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/geography
http://coolgeography.co.uk/
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A great place to start is the BBC News website 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/) as it covers news in depth 
and breadth. Use the search box at the top to search for 
key terms and narrow down the search.  
 
 
 

 
See below for a modelled example of how to write your 
report.  
Over the eight weeks, try to cover all the categories 
bullet pointed above.  
Create a collage of relevant geographical news stories 
that you have cut out from a newspaper or printed 
headlines from the internet. 
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EXAMPLE! 

HEADLINE/NEWS STORY: “Climate Change helps seas discover Japanese war dead” 
 From BBC News, 7th June 2014. 

What is the LOCATION of the event?  
The Marshall Islands are in the 
Pacific Ocean, to the North East of 
Papua New Guinea. They are a 
series of islands that are part of the 
wider region, Micronesia. The 
islands are found north of the 
Equator. 
The population is approx. 70,000 
(2009) and the GDP/capita is $2,900 
making it one of the poorest nations 
in the world. 
 

What are the key ideas or events that have taken place? (Think about What, Who, When and Why?) 

 Rising sea levels have disturbed the skeletons of soldiers killed during WW2. 

 Water is also threatening to destroy sea defences and roads. 

 Salt from the sea water is also making land infertile. 

 Communities are flooded frequently, particularly during high spring tides. 

What were the causes of the event? 

 Sea levels are rising at a rate of 12mm/year. 

 This is much faster than other places in the world. 

 Sea levels are rising due to global warming, caused by human activities which put CO2 into the atmosphere. 

 United Nations is yet to agree on a deal to reduce CO2 emissions at the National level, mainly because 

emerging economies (China, India) want the developed nations (e.g. USA and UK) to take more of the 

responsibility. 

What were the impacts or effects? (Be specific – where, what, who, how many?) 

 26 bodies have been washed from their graves. 

 If roads are washed away, people will struggle to move from place to place. This might affect business and 

tourism. 

 If land is made infertile, people will struggle to grow crops. This might lead to famine. 

 If the sea defences are destroyed, communities will be flooded more frequently. 

What is your opinion of the event? Why did you choose it? How does it make you feel? 
I chose this article because it has a creepy element to it – imagine walking along a beautiful white sandy beach and 
stumbling across a body! However, there is actually a really serious message in the article about how our overuse of 
fossil fuels is having a serious and devastating effect on people on the other side of the world. 
I think that this is THE biggest challenge for our planet and the UN needs to negotiate a deal on carbon emissions 
ASAP. Without a slowing of global warming, places like the Marshall Islands will disappear under the waves completely 
within the next 50-100 years. 
While I can understand that China and India have the right to industrial development, more should be done to 
encourage these massive nations to use green and eco-friendly methods of energy production. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-27742957  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-27742957
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Week beginning: 
HEADLINE/NEWS STORY: 
 

What is the LOCATION of the event?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What are the key ideas or events that have taken place? (Think about What, Who, When and Why?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What were the causes of the event? 
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Geography Reading List

Here is a - not exhaustive - list of books, some fact and some fiction, which will help you get a feel for the places, issues
and people we are studying. Some of the titles fit into several sections and the divisions made are purely arbitrary. You
should use it as part of your extra reading. Wherever possible the most recent paperback version is recommended but you
will find that there are various editions of many of the titles.  For some titles there are audio versions and some of course
have been made into films! Look these titles up on Amazon™ and you will find other related titles to add to your reading.
You will not be tested on the material – it’s just to give you some background.

GLOBAL ISSUES

John Berger [2000]: Lilac and Flag – Bloomsbury Publishing [and the others in the trilogy]
Tim Butcher [2008]: Blood River - Vintage
Joseph Conrad [2007]: Heart of Darkness – Penguin
Ma Jian [2002]: Red Dust –Vintage
Patrick French [2011]: India. A Portrait - Allen Lane
Ma Jian [2009]: Beijing Coma - Vintage
Eric Schlosser [2002]: Fast Food Nation: What the All American Meal is Doing to the World - Penguin
Duncan Hewitt [2007}: Getting Rich First – Chatto & Windus
Jung Chiang [2004]: Wild Swans – Harper Perennial
Tony Parsons [2008]: My Favourite Wife – Harper
Dave Gorman [2008]: America Unchained – Ebury Press
P D James [2010]: Children of Men – Faber & Faber
Jonathan Watts [2010]: When a Billion Chinese Jump – Faber & Faber
Joe Bennett [2010]: Where Underpants Come From: From Checkout to Cotton Field – Travels Through the New China –
Profile Books.
Khaled Hosseini [2008]: A Thousand Splendid Suns - Bloomsbury Press
Khaled Hosseini [2004]: The Kite Runner - Bloomsbury Press
John Le Carre [2006]: The Constant Gardener – Sceptre
Mark Edwards [2009]: Hard Rain – Hardrainproject
Richard Wrangham [2010]: Catching Fire: How Cooking Made Us Human – Profile Books
Fred Pearce [2009]: Confessions of an Eco Sinner: Travels to Where My Stuff Comes From – Eden Project Books
Fred Pearce [2007]: When the Rivers Run Dry: What happens When Our Water Runs Out? – Eden Project Books
Fred Pearce [2010] People Quake: Mass Migration, Ageing nations and the Coming Population Crash – Eden Project
Mike Berners-Lee [2010]: How Bad Are Bananas? The Carbon Footprint of Everything – Profile Books
Charles Clover [2005]: The End of the Line. How Overfishing is Changing The World and What We Eat - Ebury Press.
Michael Braungart [2009]: Cradle to Cradle – Vintage
Stewart Lee Allen [2003]: In the Devil’s Garden: A Sinful History of Forbidden Food - Ballantine Books.
Richard Girling [2005]: Rubbish! Dirt on Our Hands and Crisis Ahead – Eden Project Books
Mark Kurlansky [2009]: The Last Fish Tale - Jonathan Cape
Nicolas Stern:  [2009]:  A Blueprint for a Safer Planet - Bodley Head
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PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS – and human / societal responses

Whitley Strieber [2004]: The Day after Tomorrow – Gollancz
Joe Simpson [1998]: Touching the Void – Vintage
Douglas Brinkley [2007]: The great deluge – Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans and the Mississippi Gulf Coast – Harper
Sebastian Junger [2006]: The Perfect Storm: A True Story of Men Against the Sea - Harper
Erich Krauss [2005]: Wave of Destruction: One Thai Village and its Battle with the Tsunami – VISION paperbacks
Mike Davis [1998]: Ecology of Fear – Vintage
James Lovelock [1979]: Gaia, a new look at life on Earth – OUP; [2006]:  The Revenge of Gaia – Penguin
James Lovelock [2010]: The Vanishing Face of Gaia; A final warning - Basic Books
Al Gore [2006]: An Inconvenient Truth –Bloomsbury
David Alexander [1993]: Natural Disasters - CRC Press
Tim Flannery [2007]: The Weather Makers - Penguin
Stanley Williams [2001]:  Surviving Galeras - Little, Brown and Company
Richard Girling [2008]: Sea Change: Britain's Coastal Catastrophe - Eden Project Books
Simon Winchester [2004]: Krakatoa: The Day the World Exploded: August 27, 1883
Simon Winchester [2006]: A Crack in the Edge of the World: The Great American Earthquake of 1906
Mark Lynas [2008]: Six Degrees: Our Future on a Hotter Planet
George Monbiot [2007]: Heat: How We Can Stop the Planet Burning
Bjorn Lomberg [2003]: The Skeptical Environmentalist - CUP
Bjorn Lomborg [2009]: Cool it: The sceptical environmentalist's guide to global warming
Gavin Pretor Pinney [2007]: The Cloudspotter's Guide
Craig Leland Childs [2002]:  The Desert Cries
David McCollough [1984]: The Johnstown Flood - Touchstone Books
Brice Hiscock [2000]: The Big Storm - Aladdin Picture Books
Ian Stewart & John Lynch [2007]: Earth – The Power of the Planet - BBC Books
Ian Stewart [2004]: Journeys from the Centre of the Earth - Century
Dave Eggers [2009]: Zeitoun – Penguin
David King & Gabrielle Walker (2009): The Hot Topic: How to Tackle Global Warming…………. - Bloomsbury.
Elizabeth Kolbert [2006]: Field Notes from a Catastrophe: Man, Nature, and Climate Change -Bloomsbury
Martin Rees [2003]: Our Final Century Will Civilisation Survive the Twenty First Century? - Arrow Books
James Hansen [2009]: Storms of My Grandchildren: The Truth About the Coming Climate Catastrophe - Bloomsbury
Elizabeth Kolbert [2007]: Field Notes From a Catastrophe A Frontline Report on Climate Change - Bloomsbury
Mark Lynas [2004]: High Tide News from a Warming World - Flamingo
Robert Does [2006]: Extreme Floods A History in a Changing Climate - Sutton Publishing
Stephen Halliday [2004]: Water A Turbulent History - The History Press
Brian M Fagan [2001]: The Little Ice Age: Howe Climate made History 1300-1850 – Basic Books

REBRANDING PLACES

Ken Coates and Richard Silbur [1973]: Poverty: the Forgotten Englishmen – Pelican
Phillip K Dick [1999]: Blade Runner – Gollancz
Bill Bryson [1996]: Notes from a small island – Blackswan Books in fact anything by him
George Orwell [2001]: The Road to Wigan Pier –Penguin
Dave Haslam [2010]: Manchester, England – Fourth Estate
Ronald Blythe [1973]: Akenfield – Penguin
Joe Bennett [2010]: Hello Dubai: Skiing, Sand, and Shopping in the World’s Weirdest City – Simon & Schuster
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENTS [See also Trade and Globalisation]

Bee Wilson [2009]: Swindled: From Poison Sweets to Counterfeit Coffee – John Murray
Jared Diamond [2005]: Guns, Germs and Steel - Vintage
Dambisa Moyo [2010]: Dead Aid: Why aid is not working and how there is another way for Africa - Penguin
Naomi Klein [2010]: No Logo - Fourth Estate
Naomi Klein [2008]:The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism - Penguin
William Easterly [2007]: The White Man's Burden: Why the West's Efforts to Aid the Rest etc…..- OUP
Paul Collier [2008]: The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can Be Done About It - OUP
George Monbiot [2008]: Bring on the Apocalypse: Six Arguments for Global Justice - Atlantic Books
Ewan McGregor and Charley Boorman [2005]: Long Way Round - Sphere
Charley Boorman [2007]: Race to Dakar - Sphere
Paul Theroux [2009]: Ghost Train to the Eastern Star: On the tracks of 'The Great Railway Bazaar' - Penguin
James Kynge [2009]: China Shakes The World: The Rise of the Hungry Nation - Phoenix
Will Hutton [2008]: The Writing on the Wall: China and the West in the 21st Century - Abacus
Amy Chua [2004]: World on Fire - Arrow Books
Roger Boyes [2009]: Meltdown Iceland. Howe the Global Financial Crisis Bankrupted an Entire Country – Bloomsbury
John Lanchester [2010]: Whoops!: Why Everyone Owes Everyone and No One Can Pay - Penguin

SOME RANDOM FICTION

Andrea Levy [2009]: Small Island - Headline Review
Chimamanda Ngozi [2007] : Half of a Yellow Sun - Harper
Marina Lewycka [2008]: Two Caravans - Penguin
Marina Lewycka [2008]: Strawberry Fields - Penguin
Marina Lewycka [2006]: A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian - Penguin
Zadie Smith  [2007]: White Teeth - Penguin
Monica Ali [2004]: Brick Lane - Black Swan
Graham Greene [1998]: Brighton Rock – Penguin
Charlie Connelly [2005]: Attention all shipping - Abacus
Alex Garland [1997]: The Beach – Penguin
Arundhati Roy (2004): The Good of Small Things - Harper Perennial, new edition.
………..and a mass of other stuff too numerous to mention

COASTS, LANDSCAPES, COUNTRYSIDE, GEOLOGY

Nicholas Crane [2007]: Great British Journeys - Phoenix
Nicholas Crane [2010]: Coast: Our Island Story: A Journey of Discovery Around Britain’s Coastline - BBC Books
Alan Titchmarsh [2004]: British Isles: A Natural History - BBC Books; Reprint edition
Alan Titchmarsh [2007]: The Nature of Britain - BBC Books
John Craven [2010]: John Craven’s Countryfile Handbook - BBC Books
Ian Vince [2011]: The Lie of the land: The explosive story of how Britain was formed – Pan
Ian Vince [2010]: The Lie of the Land: An under the field guide to the British Isles - Boxtree
Richard Fortey [2010]: The Hidden landscape: A Journey into the Geological Past - Bodley Head
Francis Pryor [2010]: The Making of the British Landscape: How we have transformed the land etc… - Allen Lane
Clive Aslet [2010]: Villages of Britain: the Five Hundred Villages that made the Countryside - Bloomsbury
David McKie [2010]: Mckie’s Gazetteer: A Local History of Britain – Atlantic Books
David McKie [2007]: Great Bus Journeys: Travels Through Unfamous Places - Atlantic Books
Bill Bryson [2006]: Notes from a Small Island - John Murray; New edition
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Joe Moran [2010]: On Roads: A Hidden History - Profile Books
Dorrik Stow [2010]: Vanished Ocean - OUP
Doug Macdougall [2006]: Frozen Earth: the One and Future Story of Ice Ages - University of California Press
David Beerling [2008]: The Emerald Planet: How plants changed Earth’s history - OUP
Jan Zalasiewicz [2010]: The Planet in a Pebble: A journey into Earth’s deep history – OUP

MAPS, CARTOGRAPHY, EXPLORATION

Nicholas Crane [2003]: Mercator; The Man Who Mapped the Planet - Phoenix New edition
Andrew Taylor [2005]: The World of Gerald Mercator: the Mapmaker Who Revolutionised Geography - Harper
Simon Winchester [2002]: The Map that Changed the World: A Tale of Rocks, Ruin and Redemption - Penguin
Rachel Hewitt [2010]: Map of a Nation: a Biography of the Ordnance Survey - Granta Books
Mike Parker [2010]: Map Addict: A Tale of Obsession, Fudge & the Ordnance Survey - Collins Reprint
The British Library Publishing Division [2010]: Magnificent Maps: Power, Propaganda and Art - British Library
Peter Barber & Apri Carlucci [2001]: The Lie of the Land: The Secret Life of Maps - British Library Publishing Division
Illustrated edition
Caroline Alexander [1999]: The Endurance - Shackleton's Legendary Antarctic Expedition - Bloomsbury Publishing
Laurence Bergreen [2010]: Over the Edge of the World. Magellan’s Terrifying Circumnavigation of the Globe – Harper
Perennial
Giles Milton & Roland Phillips [2005]: White Gold: The Extraordinary Story of Thomas Pellow and North Africa’s One
Million European Slaves - Sceptre
David Sobel [2005]: Longitude: The True Story of a Lone Genius Who Solved the Greatest Scientific Problem of His Time -
Harper Perennial
Christian Tirtirau [2009]: The Latitudes of Silence: A Voyage Across the Pacific Ocean –Trafford Publishing
Giles Milton [2003]: Samurai William: The Adventurer Who Unlocked Japan - Sceptre
Giles Milton [2000]: Nathanial’s Nutmeg: How One Man’s Courage Changed the Course of History - Sceptre
Giles Milton [2001]: Big Chief Elizabeth: How England’s Adventurers Gambled and Won the New World – Sceptre
John Keay [2010]: The Great Arc: The Dramatic Tale of How India Was Mapped and Everest was Named – HarperCollins
Roy Moxham [2001]: The Great Hedge of India – Constable.
Ranulph Fiennes [1994]:  Mind Over Matter - Mandarin
Chris Bonington [1991]:  Quest For Adventure – Hodder & Stoughton
Alice Albinia [2008]: Empires of the Indus. The Story of a River - John Murray
Jon Ronson [2002] Them: Adventures with Extremists – Picador
Mark Thomas [2009]: Belching Out the Devil: Global Adventures with Coca-Cola – Ebury Press
Andrew Beattie [2005]: Cairo. A Cultural History - OUP
Simon Sebag Montefiore (2011): Jerusalem: The Biography - Weidenfeld & Nicholson.
Andrew Beattie [2011]: The Danube [Landcapes of the Imagination series]: - OUP
Andrew Beattie [2006]: The Alps. A Cultural History - OUP
Peter Ackroyd [2009]: The Thames:  A Biography
Simon Winchester [2010] : Atlantic: A Vast Ocean of a Million Stories - HarperPress
Tim MackintoshSmith [2002]: Travels with a Tangerine: - Picador New edition
Tim MackintoshSmith [2006]: Draw the Hall of a Thousand Columns - John Murray New edition
Eric Simons & Martin Yeoman [2011]: Darwin slept here - Gerald Duckworth & Co
Ian Thompson [2009]: The Dead Yard. A Story of Modern Jamaica - Faber and Faber
Michael Palin [2008]: New Europe - Phoenix
Bill Bryson [1998]: Neither Here NorThere: Travels in Europe - Black Swan
Jonathan Dimbleby [2009]:  Russia: a jouney to the heart of a land and its people – BBC Books
Plenty of great travel books by: Michael Palin [Sahara, Himalaya, Round the world in 80 days], Benedict Allen; Dervla
Murphy etc]: as well as Nicolas Crane [Clear Waters Rising]
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THINGS URBAN

Mike Davis [2007]: Planet of Slums – Verso; [2004]: Dead Cities -The New Press; [1998]: City of Quartz - Pimlico
John Julius Norwich [ed][2009]: The Great Cities in History - Thames & Hudson
Douglas Franz & Catherine Collins [2000]: - Celebration, U.S.A. : Living in Disney’s Brave New Town - Owl Books
Jane Jacobs [1997]: The Life and Death of Great American Cities – Random House
Peter Hall [2002]: Cities of Tomorrow: An Intellectual History of Urban Planning and Design in the Twentieth History –
Blackwell
Greg Grandin [2010]: Fordlandia: The Rise and Fall of Henry Ford’s Forgotten Jungle City – Icon Books
Andrew Ross [2000]: The Celebration Chronicles: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Property Value in Disney’s New Town -
Verso Books
Orhan Pamuk [2006]: Istanbul: Memories of A City – Faber and Faber
Gavin Weightman & Steve Humprhies [2007]: The Making of Modern London – Ebury Press
Jeb Brugmann [2010]: Welcome to the Urban Revolution. How Cities are Changing the World - Bloomsbury.
Jim Krane [2010]: Dubai: The History of the World’s Fastest City – Atlantic Books
Raymond Barrett [2010]: Dubai Dreams: Inside the Kingdom of Bling – Nicholas Brealey Publishers
Syed Ali [2010]: Dubai: Gilded Cage – Yale University Press
Joe Tatchell [2010]; A Diamond in the Desert: Behind the Scenes in the World’s Richest City – Sceptre

TRADE AND GLOBALISATION

Alan Beattie [2009]: False Economy. A Surprising Economic History of the World - Penguin
PJO Rouke [2008]: On the Wealth of Nations. Adam Smith’s Book that Changed the World - Atlantic Books
Kelsey Timmerman [2010]: Where am I Wearing ? A Global Tour to the Counties, Factories, and People that Make Our
Clothes – John Wiley & Sons
Piertra Rivoli [2009]: The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global Economy: An Economist Examines the Markets, Power, and
Politics of World Trade – John Wiley & Sons.
Eduardo Galeano [2001]: The World Upside Down. A Primer for the Looking Glass World - Picador
Eduardo Galeano [2009]: Mirrors: Stories of Almost Everyone - Nation Book
William Bernstein [2009]: A Splendid Exchange: How Trade Shaped the World – Atlantic Books.
Antony Wild [2010]: Black Gold: The Dark History of Coffee – Harper Perennial
Ian Gately [2009]: Drink: A Cultural History of Alcohol – Gotham Books
Sophie D. Coe [2003]: The True History of Chocolate – Thames & Hudson
Mathew Hart [2001]: Diamond. The History of a Cold Blooded Affair - Fourth Estate
Barbara Freese [2003]: Coal. A Human History - Arrow Books
Stuart Lee Allen [1999]: The Devil's Cup Coffee, The Driving Force in History - Canongate
Hattie Ellis [2007]: Planet Chicken. The Shameful Story of the Bird on Our Plate - Sceptre
Carol Helstosky [2008]: Pizza. A Global History - Reaktion Books
John Griffitth [2007]: Tea: The Drink That Changed the World. Andre Deutsch
John Reader [2009]: The Untold Story of the Potato –Vintage.
Mark Kurlandsky [2003]: Salt. A World History - Penguin
Mark Kurlansky [1998]: Cod. The Biography of the Fish that Changed the World – Penguin
Elizabeth Abbott [2010]: Sugar: A Bittersweet History – Gerald Duckworth
Mark Kurlansky [2007]: The Big Oyster. History on the Half Shell - Random House
Andrew Simms [2007]: Tescopoly – how one shop came out on top and why it matters – Constable
Gavin Weightman [2010]: The Frozen Water Trade - Harper Collins.
Timothy Brooks [2009]: Vermeer’s hat: the seventeenth century and the dawn of the world - Profile Books.
John Darwin [2008]: After Tamerlane: the Rise and Fall of Global Empires, 1400-2000 – Penguin
Tom Standage [2007]: A History of the World in Six Glasses - Atlantic Books
Tom Standage [2010]: An Edible History of Humanity - Atlantic Books.



www.geography.org.uk Page 6 of 6
List compiled by Richard Kotter and Iain Palôt, GA Post-16 & HE Phase Committee

Ken Auletta [2010]: Googled: The End of the World As We Know It – Virgin
Randall E. Stross [2010]: Planet Google: How One Company Is Changing Our Lives- Atlantic Books

CONFLICT AND MIS / UTOPIAS

Javier Cercas [2003]: Soldiers of Salamis - Bloomsbury
Aldous Huxley [2005]: Island - Vintage Classics [with an introduction by David Bradshaw]
BF Skinner 2005]: Walden Two - Hackett Publishing
Ernest Gallenbach [1975]: Ecotopia. The Notebooks and Reports of Wlliam Weston - Bantam Books
Bruce Parry [2009]:  Amazon - Penguin
Christopher Somerville [2010]: Never Eat Shredded Wheat The Geography We've Lost and How to Find it Again -Hodder &
Stoughton
Ian Marchant [2003]: Parallel Lines Or Journeys on the Railway of Dreams - Bloomsbury
Julian Gagini [2007]: Welcome to Everytown A Journey into the English Mind - Granta
Julian Barnes [1998]: England, England - Jonathan Cape
Charlotte Metcalf [2003]: Walking Away: A Filmmakers African Journal - Eye Books
Paul Kingsnorth: [2008]: Real England. The Battle against the Bland - Portobello
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